The Professional
Parliamentarian as Expert
Witness, Part I
W. Craig Henry, PRP
Recently, I was engaged in
a non-legal setting as an expert
witness for a local constituent
division of a national organization.
The question at hand was whether
the constituent division had
followed all proper rules to maintain
their affiliation with the national
organization. After reviewing the
bylaws, rules and minutes of both
organizations, I appeared at a
hearing in ' front of approximately
30 persons. Not only was I able to
demonstrate that the constituent
organization had (mostly) followed
the rules, the parent organization
had (mostly) not followed their own
rules. Based on my statement and
other witnesses' statements, the
constituent division was allowed to
retain its membership connection,
and the national organization went
back and began work on their rules,
methods of meetings and minutes
taking.
As parliamentarians, we have
developed expertise in a very
specific area: parliamentary procedure. On occasion, you might be
solicited to analyze a governance or
procedural situation as to its specific
correctness by a) rendering a written
opinion concerning the situation; b)
providing a deposition regarding
what occurred; c) testifying during a
hearing or in a court of law; d) serv-

ingas a nontestifying expert
consultant to the
legal team; or e) any
or all of the aforementioned. Being
contacted by a highpriced law firm as
a potential expert
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can be lucrative
and also be impressive on a resume.
Parliamentary procedure experts are
fairly few in number, and the field
fairly narrow, so lawyers tend to call
on an "expert" to explain compliance
with common parliamentary practices as well as parliamentary standards such as Robert's Rules of Order
Newly Revised and the Standard
Code ofParIiamentary Procedure.
Are you an expert?
Before agreeing to become an
expert witness, there are several
questions that you should ask
yourself to determine whether
you're cut out for the responsibility.
Are you qualified? This requires
more than just selling yourself to the
lawyers. To act as an expert witness
requires strictly following the
NAP/AlP jointly adopted Code of
Ethics for Parliamentarians (Zool),
especially the following items:
3.1 Not misrepresent credentials,
education, or experience to a client.
3.5 Decline any appointment
that the parliamentarian is not
competent to handle.
3.6 Decline any appointment in
which the parliamentarian is
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